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A regal new amp from
the world’s most famous
high-end brand
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FLAMING KRELL

Krell's powerful new stereo amp is the company’s most advanced integrated design to date

FRODUCT Krell KAYAO0a

TYPE Integrated steren amplifier

PRICE £2 698

KEY FEATURES Size (WaHxD): 50x9x43cm & Weight

14.1kg & 200 watts/channel (8 ohms) & 4 single-
ended inputs, | balarced input © remote conbrel

CONTACT = 020 8971 3909
@ v kreflonline.com
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rell has always been best known far its
Kmmmnem pre and power amplifiers,

but in 1995 expanded into integrated
amp territory with the 150 watts per channel
KAV3IO0O0!. It made guite a stir, just as you
would expect from an aspirational brand that
introduces a relatively affordable product for
the first time. The new KAVADOxi is a linear
development of that model, but with circuit
improvements derived from the FPB series
power amps. Fower output is alse up, to 200
watts per channel into eight ohms, and 400
watts into four ohms, the doubling in output
implying that pawer supply limiting is not a
factor. The massive 800WA toroidal (and it
really is massive for such a svelte exterior
design) transformer with separate supplies
and discrete voltage regulators for the
preamp, digital control and power amp
stages, supported by a 55,0000mF reservoir
bank, shows the designer means business.

The KAVA00xi looks very high-tech. No, let's

not pussyfoot around - the KAVA00m looks
absolutely drop dead gorgeous With a finely
engineered finish offset by capped, rounded

comers in polished alloy, the case is a vaniant
of the design introduced with the Showcase
range, bul in a new slimline form factor which
gives it a particularly elegant appearance. The
controls feel good, the free-running encoded
volume control in particular, and the amp is
supplied with an ultra-slimiine remote control
powered by a lithium cell, which can contral a
CD player too.

Technically, the KAVA00x is an evolutionary
advance over the previous model, but many of
the ideas familiar from the previous practice
are represented here n full measure, For
example, the amplifier uses Krell's proprietary
current mode topology internally, which
imvalves current rather than voltzge gain,
which means impedance matching at each
end of the circuit 15 easier to manage. The
Krell is balanced from input to cutput except,
by definition, in the case of the unbalanced in
and outputs of course. There are four of the
latter, all at line level and switched by sealed
relays. The input includes a tape loop, and
there is also a single balanced input on XLR
connectors. Contrel is available cver balance




and them's & muts opsian, There i5 owen a
‘Theatr Thrcuohput’ mode which switches
ary Chasen input tn unity gan 5o that when
usee in @ mulbchanrsd system Controled by
the Showeane processar [far cxampie) tha
overall gain level is st oy the processor,

Belarced interfaces are largely immune o
RF pickap and in an armalifier whees e
ielemal s eostate in tnas balanoed
mode this should be (and nermally 19)
reflected n bolder, mare detailed 20d mom
expieit sound. What is consoiuously [acerg,
Porwerier s a lacility W rosmulise the valure
beranen inputs, which i imparans with any
amplifer with miced aalanued and sogle
uncerd nputs due 1o the 6c8 gain differential
when belardzd operalion s implemenied.
Nolume povira) 5 esercsad by a omedsion
w50 bank ool 5 woatrollad cugitally, so
thene is na compating reason wry such a
facility could ot have been added v lhout
wornpromnsing sound qualty, Arather
imitating facior hene is the langs wolums sl
al e betiee end of the walume range &
saftwam revisian could take care of this,

All intermal cimuits spart from the autput
and its associates pre-o e stage cperste in
Class A with o negéiive foadbiack, ane
ciner 3 wide kandwicth, 180z is
meationsd in the erature {Msuitakle for
SN, though the anly prapery cualfied
Figam refes 1o & 20kHe reguercy Espares
wethir & very tight 0. 074B evalope. The
47 k0hm npot impedance is fogh enough ler

Krell KAVA00xi

iier [nmiaul

“What you get is fast, fluid and powerful -
just what you expect from the best Krell
designs, and this is one of the best.”
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[ Review| Krell KAVAOOxi integrated amplifier

Dan DAgesting, founder, chief executive officer
ond chief engineer of Krell [ndustnes ing, talks
mbout and oround the KAVAOMo

HFC: Can you explain what job the 400xi was
intended to do, and how it is being received by
the market?

DD It 15 a wide 2pplication device. The 400
was aniginally intended to be a starter design
which could also be used as an adjunct for those
with systems based on our bigger amplifiers in
another mom. But it is certainly not noticeably
limited in what it can do. Power output doubles
inta four ohms, the cutput stage & robust and the
amplifier is inherently very stabie, It is more than
eapable of driving big, power-hunary speakers.

Looking inside the amplifier, there hardly seems
room for the power supply reservoir capaciters,
but the transformer has a very high rating.
How would you describe the key elements of
the power supply?

This is the way to produce the kind of amplifier
we want 1o make, We've been reducing the size of
the capacitors (n our amplifiers over the years,
and it's true that the reservoir has quite a low
rating. The type of crcuitry we design doesn't
need large reservoirs, and for speed we don't want
it anywary, We found that if you have an adequate
power supply and good requlation, a large
reservoil causes slew-induced distortion, and this
is not our style.

How has the amplifier been voiced?

It's simple enowgh. We woiced the 400xi to sound
as much like the FPB seres power ampfiers as
possible We wanted it to be fast, detailed and
solid, and also to be as independent of the
speaker load a3 passible.

‘We have all been hearing about the poor state
of the consumer market for hi-fi over the last
two years. Are there any signs of recoveny?

The area of the market we operate i is becoming
wery strong in the US. We noticed our domestic
rriarket started to pick up arcund June. In the last
couple of months there has been some upturn in
export markets too, but recovery abroad appears
to be slower than in the US.
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Bl least it isn't once the warming-up ritual
has been observed. It needs more than the
usual perod under power before each
listening session before it gets its act fully
into gear, and it runs quite hot when it has
been on for a while.

Nevertheless, some speakers arz going to
prove more obwvious partners than others. It
worked particularly well with a pair of the
new two-metre £20,000 Triangle Magellans,
In one way this is no surpnse. Large speakers
tend to be relatively sensitive, and this is
certainly the case here. But extended
bandwidth cperation brings its own problems,
as can speaker balance, and the Magellan
certainly has a potential balance problem.
With the wrong amp in charge it can sound
aggressive and 'in your face, and while the
temptation is to smooth it out using valves, or
simply a relatively soft-sounding amplifier,
that turns out to be precisely the wrong
approach to take,

The Magellan is a fabulously detailed
performer, and what it really needs is an
amplifier which combines clanity with control
to make the most of its assets, rather than
one that mimmises its weaknesses.
Combining clanty with control is virtually a
three-word encapsulation of the KAVA00x,
and this combination sings. It does not sound
aggressive, even when listening on the
tweeter axis, but the resolving power of the
speaker is fully exploited for musical effect

CES T} | G con

The bass is also well integrated, lacking a
shght tendency to boxiness that can appear
through other combinations.

But the words 'bass’ and ‘Krell’ are, and
always have been practically synonymous. A
Krell that doesn't do bass is simply
unthinkable. In the end, the bass is of more
than just passing interest. Bass control and
driving ability do move for reproduced sound
than just tacking on a few notes at the
bottom when you're playing Massive Attack or
Bach Charales. The bass is an integral part of
the sound as a whole adding colour, depth
and space to the illusion, and these are the
qualities the Krell possesses in abundance.
Even when the bass is not particularly obwvious
in its own right, as when playing female vocal
materal or 2 string cuartet, say, the wide
tonal colour palate remains, and so does the
sense of space, light and depth. The long and
the short of it is that this is an amplifier that
knows how to sing. HFC

Alvin Cald
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